Swangola Background Information
Year: 1910

The government of this country is a republic, with a parliament and a prime minister. This country is considered one of the most powerful countries in the world. However, due to a recent loss on the Swan-Grain War Swangola has lost some of its prestige. As a result of this defeat, Grainland took several territories from Swangola and Swangola is bitter and angry. This was not the first time Grainland and Swangola have fought over land; in fact they have been engaged in bitter wars for many years. Besides Grainland, Swangola’s other enemies are Telico and the Nurdian Empire (both of which are allied with Grainland). Swangola is friends with Northland, Southland, and Insuland.

Swangola is fairly strong economically and in the past years, the country has sought to expand into other parts of the world. Swangola has seized territory throughout the world to expand its power and gain access to natural resources to help them continue to industrialize. They are not the most industrialized country in the world, but they have successfully industrialized their military and communication systems. Still, much of the economy is fueled by the sale of traditional agricultural goods, such as champagne and cheese. The government’s main goal is NOT to redirect energy into improved industrialization, but to direct hatred and military resources towards regaining the land stolen by Grainland. The Swangolians are filled with such hatred towards Grainland that they spend much time talking about how superior they are to the Grains!
Insuland Background Information

Year: 1910

Insuland is one of the strongest countries in the world. They have a very strong navy and are one of the world’s top industrial powers. They are manufacturing much new technology and have a strong communication system that criss-crosses the island and their world-wide empire. Insuland has used their strength to forge friendships with Swangola, Northland, and Southland. However, their strength has also threatened other countries, leading to tension with Grainland, the Nurdian Empire, and Telico. Grainland is considered one of the biggest threats due to competition over industrialization and land.
Insuland is a very old and proud country. While they are rather small, they have always managed to maintain their status as a world power. One of the reasons for this is that they are geographically isolated from other nations, and have avoided warfare on their own soil. This is because they are an island.

Recently, due to Insuland’s political, military, and economic strength and stability, they have been able to conquer new lands all over the world.
Insuland has a king that rules with a parliament. This country has a very strong and stable government. The goals of the government are to promote unity on the island and within their world-wide empire. The government also hopes to conquer more territories. 

Telico Background Information

Year: 1910

Telico is a medium power in the world. Although the country has great potential, in-fighting between the provinces (states) has slowed down economic growth. The government is a king ruling with a prime minister and a parliament. The goals of the government are to work on expanding a sense of national pride and expanding the nation’s military through industrialization. Many Telicans already feel a sense of nationalism due to the fact that the country claims to be the homeland of one of the oldest and greatest civilizations the world has ever seen. This is a topic of great national pride and constitutes much of the nation’s history books, songs, and literature. In addition to pride in their heritage, a strong religion unifies the country.
Industrialization has been slow, due to the inner wars between the provinces (states) and the inability of the government to stop the conflicts. As a result most of the economy is based upon traditional agricultural goods such as grains and wines. However, the army is beginning to become more modern with manufactured weapons and updated transportation systems. In addition, alliances with Grainland and the Nurdian Empire have helped strengthen Telico.  As a result Telico hopes to modernize enough to expand their empire around the world. However, the alliances they have set up have also led to conflict with some of the world’s most powerful countries including Insuland, Swangola, Northland, and Southland.

Grainland Background Information

Year: 1910

Grainland lies between two very powerful enemies; Swangola and Northland. In fact Grainland and Swangola have engaged in a series of wars over the years. In the most recent conflict, the Swan-Grain War, Grainland won and seized much territory from Swangola. This victory established Grainland as a military powerhouse and now the Grains are seeking land in other regions. As a result of Swangola’s alliances, the Swan-Grain war also established Insuland and Southland as enemies of Grainland.
One of the reasons behind Grainland’s power is the fact that they are one of the leading industrial powers in the world. Grainland has transportation systems that zigzag the empire, connecting one end to the other. The Grains believe they have the strongest military in the world due to the fact that factory production is focused on building trains, weapons, and a range of new war products. The Grains are very proud of their military backgrounds and capabilities and believe that the best way to promote their country is to expand around the world. The Grains also believe that their race is the best race to lead the world. This is emphasized in the country’s literature and songs.

Grainland is led by an emperor and a very weak parliament. Although the emperor distrusts democracy and social programs, in an effort to gain popularity and support amongst his people, he has passes laws that provide aid to the industrial workers of his country.  This has helped create stability and a sense of nationalism within Grainland. 
Northland Background Information
Year: 1910

Northland is a very large country with lots of natural resources. However, politically, militarily, and economically Northland is a very backward nation. The technology of the industrial revolution has been very slow in coming to Northland, partially due to the weak government and the dependence upon farming. The nation has yet to experience the agricultural revolution.  As a result there is virtually no transportation system across the country, no modern tools, and very little communication across the nation. Travel is done primarily through horseback. 
The government is an absolute monarchy, and the royal family lives a very extravagant lifestyle. While about 10% of the population are nobles and clergy and live very nice lifestyles, the majority of the population (90%) are struggling to survive. The Northlanders are becoming more and more discontent. For several years there has been a succession of small revolts as well as a growing group of organized protestors who oppose the king and current social structure.

Economic advisors to the king have informed him that access to a warm-water sea port would help the country industrialize, and hopefully industrialization would solve many of the existing problems in the nation. Therefore the Northlanders have engaged in a series of negotiations with various nations to acquire access to a warm-water port in the South Sea Region. This has resulted in tension with the Nurdian Empire, who is also trying to gain control over the South Sea region. The Nurdian’s allies, Grainland and Telico have supported the Nurdian Empire and thus have become enemies of Northland. 

While Northland has many problems, they still have the goals of uniting her millions of people into one nation, acquiring a warm water port and expanding around the world. They believe that this is all possible due to the strong history of the country as a world power due to the fact that it has not been conquered in recent years.  Northland hopes that the friendships it has established with Swangola and Insuland with help them with their goals.
Southland Background Information

Year: 1910

Southland is a small and relatively powerless country, but a very proud one. Although the ethnic heritage of the country’s population is mixed, many people are considered similar to those living in Northland. One of the reasons for Southland’s lack of power is that they have a weak government, a democracy with a president and parliament.  Recently, Southland has been threatened by their very powerful neighbor, the Nurdian Empire. The Nurdian Empire has slowly been seizing Southland’s land for many years. The weak Southlandian government has done nothing to stop this aggression. As a result some Southlandians have joined nationalist groups who use terrorist tactics to fight back against the Nurdian Empire. This tension between Southland and the Nurdian Empire has resulted in the Southlandians turning to other nations to form alliances as a way of protecting themselves. They have allied with Swangola and Insuland. In addition, the friends of the Nurdian Empire, Grainland and Telico, have also become enemies of Southland. 

The economy of Southland is based upon peasant farming and there is little transportation or communication systems to connect the empire.

Southland’s main goal at this time is to unite its people to fight against the evil Nurdian Empire. They want to promote the rich heritage of their people, so the government is spending much time and effort on campaigns to promote unity. Southland, an un-industrialized country, has also been trying to build up her military and travel to new lands to gain natural resources to improve their economy and help them industrialize. 

The Nurdian Empire Background Information

Year: 1910

A large and traditionally powerful empire, the Nurdian Empire recently has suffered from a number of problems. The government is an oligarchy with a king and emperor ruling together. However, the king has very little power and is very frustrated by this. In addition, the Nurdian public is concerned about the heir to the throne, Frank Nurd, who is very stupid. The Nurdians are afraid that their country will fall apart when Emperor Nurd dies. 
Regardless of the problems within the government, the Nurdian Empire is still seeking to expand its control over land. One of their goals is to acquire a warm-water sea port in the South Sea region. Northland also has this goal and it has created much tension between the two nations. The Nurdian Empire has also been slowly seizing more and more land from the very weak country of Southland. As a result of these actions, Northland, Southland and their allies; Insuland and Swangola are all bitter enemies with the Nurdian Empire.

Besides taking over more land, the Nurdian Empire also hopes to industrialize. Currently the industrialization is slow and hesitant. Much of the Empire’s wealth comes from peasant farmers and the country is badly lacking in the creation of manufactured goods. The country relies upon the sale of olives, chocolates, grapes, and wines. The transportation system is non-existent, and the communication system greatly needs updating. The military, once the strongest in the world, now is lagging behind due to a lack of industrialization. 
Perhaps through promoting a strong sense of nationalism and through alliances created with Grainland and Telico, the Nurdian Empire will be able to industrialize and expand in the future.

